FISH TALES
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HATCHERY REPORT
Summer is almost over and now the work begins again.
Every year at this time the hatchery starts to get ready
for the busy season ahead.

www.bluewateranglers.com

FALL 2018

CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For September - December 2018
September 5
September 11
October 3
T.B.D.
November 7
December 5

Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting
Fall Shore Fishing Tournament
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting

Check the Bluewater Anglers website for current
information on upcoming club events at
www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

We have all the Brown Trout (approx. 20,000) and
Rainbow Trout (approx. 40,000) that were started earlier
in the year in the hatchery. They have progressed nicely
over the summer. They will need to be fin clipped,
graded and some stocked out during the next couple of
months.
Then it is time for the preparation for and collection of
our quota of 110,000 Salmon eggs. We always go into
this part of the season with very high expectations for a
big run of Salmon at the Owen Sound Mill Dam. Some
years it is great while others it just turns out to be a lot
of hard work with little return. But we keep at it as this is
our prized fish, we want Salmon.
In the next couple of months we need to:
- pull and rebuild 3 of our well pumps,
- clip the approximately 20,000 Brown Trout,
- prepare all the Salmon egg collection equipment,
- clean tanks for moving fish,
- stock the 8,000 Rainbow Trout held over from spring.
Fin Clipping: The approx. 20,000 Brown Trout will be
fin-clipped on Wednesday September 19th. We will start
at 9:00 AM and should be done by noon. There will be
signup sheets at the September 11th General
Membership Meeting.

SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, September 11, 2018
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM
AGENDA
Hatchery Update
Upcoming Club Events
Salmon Derby Report
Fishing Report
Swap Table
GUEST SPEAKER / TOPIC

Salmon Egg Collection: Salmon egg collection usually
takes place around the beginning of October. We need
to have some of our younger, more flexible members
help with this project. There will be Salmon egg
collection signup sheets at the September 11th General
Membership Meeting.
School Mini-Hatchery Program: The School Hatchery
program will be run again this coming season. The 7
schools that were in the program last year have all
requested to have a mini-hatchery again this year. We
have requests from several new schools wanting to be
included in the program. In order to add more schools,
we need additional “mentors” for each school. The minihatcheries we are using have been supplied through the
Lake Huron Fishing Club in Kincardine and funded by
donations from Bruce Power. Contact me if you are
interested in helping. Working with the kids is a lot of
fun.

Hatchery Operators Needed: As always we are looking
for more people to learn the hatchery operation and get
involved in its operation. Currently, we need people for
both the Saturday and Sunday morning shifts. The daily
routine usually takes less than 1½ - 2 hours to complete,
maybe a little longer if there is a lot of egg picking. We
would like to have 4 - 5 people on each daily crew to
allow 1 - 2 members to be away without putting too
much strain on the rest of the crew.
Jake

SHORE FISHING TOURNAMENT
We have decided to replace the Fall Big Fish Derby with
a new Catch and Release Shore Fishing Event sometime
in late October or early November. Unfortunately, the
date and final event details have not been finalized at
this time. More information will be available at the
September 11th General Meeting. Please check the
Bluewater Anglers webpage and FACEBOOK page for
final details.

The Point Edward Ex Servicemen's Association donated
$2,000 to the Bluewater Anglers Hatchery Program.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS BOARD OF
DIRECTORS MEETINGS
The remaining 2018 Board of Directors meetings are
scheduled for September 5th, October 3th, November 7th
and December 5th (... the first Wednesday of each
month) starting at 7:00 PM at the hatchery. The
meetings are open to all club members. If you are
thinking about becoming a Director in 2019, you are
encouraged to attend one or more of the Board of
Directors meetings. Please contact Ed Holubowicz (519381-1810, eholubowicz@flowserve.com) if you would
like to attend one of the meetings or if you have a
subject or issue the Board of Directors should consider.
The Cathcart School Grade 1 & 2 French Immersion
Class toured the hatchery recently and donated $140
to the Bluewater Anglers Hatchery Program.
The ENTERPRISE HOLDINGS FOUNDATION donated
$1,500 to the Bluewater Anglers Hatchery Program.

FALL BIG FISH DERBY
After several years of poor participation and poor
catches, it has been decided to drop the Fall Big Fish
Derby from the Bluewater Anglers events. The Chinook
Salmon are not returning to the Sarnia area in the fall
like they used to many years ago.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS FAMILY FUN
(GOBY) DERBY
Saturday, July 7, 2018
Saturday morning was picture perfect for fishing ...
sunny, not too hot and not too windy. Sixty two families,
including 203 kids, parents, and grandparents,
participated in the 2018 Family Fun Fishing event along
Sarnia’s waterfront. A total of 650 gobies plus several
rock bass were caught by the young anglers.
The top 3 goby catching families were ...
- the Ferguson family (averaged 49 gobies per person),
- the Kerrigan family (averaged 27 gobies per person),
- the Barclay family (averaged 16 gobies per person).

2nd Place Family: the Kerrigan family

The three largest fish were caught by ...
- Jacob McKay (36.8 cm. / 14 ½ in. mud puppy),
- ??? Johnson (24.1 cm. / 9 ½ in. rock bass)
- Anna Roberts (22.4 cm. / 8 ½ in. rock bass, and
- Tiffany Shayne Smale (22.4 cm. / 8 ½ in. rock bass).

3rd Place Family: the Barclay family

The Largest Fish Winners
(R to L: #1 Jacob McKay, #2 ??? Johnson, #3 Anna
Roberts, #3 Tiffany Shane)

A couple of happy young anglers
Thanks to the many Bluewater Angler volunteers who
helped along the waterfront and back at the hatchery.
Thank You to all of the families that came out. We hope
everyone enjoyed the day.
1st Place Family: the Ferguson family

We hope to see all of you back again next year.

The Suncor Energy Foundation donated $1,000 to the
Bluewater Anglers in recognition of Suncor retiree Al
Dezort’s volunteer activities with the Bluewater Anglers.

Bev Hand, Mayor of the Village of Point Edward, was
present to award the first place $500 cheque to Brian
Somes. The Village of Point Edward has sponsored the
first place prize for this event for several years. The
Bluewater Anglers are very appreciative of the Village of
Point Edward’s support.

VILLAGE OF POINT EDWARD AND
BLUEWATER ANGLERS WALLEYE DERBY
6:00 PM August 11 - 10:00 AM August 12, 2018
There were a record 133 entrants in this year’s Walleye
Derby. This was far above our previous best of 107. A
total of 40 fish were entered in this 'single biggest fish'
event. The lake was a little lumpy Friday night, but it
settled down nicely overnight for a strong Saturday
morning finish.
The winners of the 2018 Walleye Derby are:
1st Brian Somes
1.77 kg
$500
2nd Kevin Somes
1.68 kg
$250
3rd Alphonse DeBuscherre 1.20 kg $125
4th Brad Hall
1.14 kg
$100
5th Justin Weed
1.06 kg
$50
6th Larry Doan
1.02 kg
$25
7th Lucas DeSousa
0.97 kg
$25
8th Wade Thomas
0.96 kg
$25
9th Tyler Bailey
0.96 kg
$25
10th Clayton Rennie 0.94 kg
$25
Brian Somes won the $100 prize for the largest fish
entered by a Bluewater Anglers member.

5th Place
Justin
Weed

4th Place 3rd Place 2nd Place 1st Place
Brad
Alphonse
Kevin
Brian
Hall DeBuscherre Somes Somes

A total of 8 draw prizes were awarded to derby
participants present at the weigh-in. Thanks to Frank
Turnbull for handling this activity while Bob Daly and I
were sorting out the top 10 winners.
Hot dogs and pop were available to all participants at
the weigh-in. Thanks to Ross Bishop and Larry Doan for
their culinary expertise.
Special thanks to Duncan Mitchell (Gary’s son) for
weighing in all the fish.
Any other helpers I missed, my apologies (Gary Mitchell,
Gerry Lanteigne, Henry Kock, ?????).
We hope to see everybody again at next year’s Walleye
Derby.
Al Dezort

Part of the crowd at the Walleye Derby weigh-in

42nd Annual (2018) SALMON DERBY
UPDATE
A combination of good weather, good fishing (... at least
for Lake Trout and Walleye), our generous sponsors and
the continued support of our Salmon Derby participants
resulted in another very successful Salmon Derby.
Ticket sales were up about 8% from 2017 and the third
highest in recent years. There are still a couple of bills to
pay and a couple sponsorships and ads to collect but the
2018 Salmon Derby profit appears to be about $18,500.
This will cover a big portion of the annual cost of running
the hatchery. The remainder comes from the vending
machine revenues at the hatchery pond, donations and
miscellaneous fund raising activities through the year.
The Bluewater Anglers would like to thank all the 2018
Salmon Derby sponsors and everybody who participated
in this spring’s derby. Your support is essential for the
continued success of the Salmon Derby. We hope to see
all of you again next year!

43rd ANNUAL (2019) SALMON DERBY
The dates for the 2019 Salmon Derby are Friday, May 3
to Sunday, May 12, 2019. Only 8 months to go!
Planning for next spring’s 43rdANNUAL SALMON DERBY
is about to begin. The first meeting of the 2019 Salmon
Derby Committee will be held on Wednesday,
September 26th at 7:00 PM at the Hatchery.
The 2019 Salmon Derby Committee is looking for new
members to bring the committee back to full strength.
New ideas and perspectives help make the derby better.
The committee meets for 1 - 1½ hours every 2 - 3 weeks.
Anyone interested in helping with the 2018 Salmon
Derby is asked to contact Paul Heckley (519-869-2593;
pheckley@outlook.com). There will be more information
at the September 11th General Membership Meeting.
If anybody knows of a person or company that might be
interested in becoming a 2019 Salmon Derby sponsor or
putting an ad in the 2019 Salmon Derby Brochure,
please contact Paul Heckley (pheckley@outlook.com;
519-869-2593 for sponsorships) or Pete Bothwell
(pbothwell@cogeco.ca; 519-869-4611 for ads). The 2019
Salmon Derby Committee will follow up with the
individuals or companies.

SALMON DERBY COMPARISONS FOR 2011 - 2018

YEAR

SINGLE
TICKETS

FAMILY
TICKETS

TOTAL
PATICIPANTS

TICKET
SALES ($)

DERBY
INCOME
($)

DERBY
EXPENSES
($)

DERBY
PROFIT ($)

2018

978

57

1149

27,300

50,905

32,522

18,383

2017

890

59

1067

25,175

48,255

36,710

11,545

2016

1019

47

1160

27,800

51,493

34,148

17,345

2015

1039

57

1210

28,775

51,106

30,968

20,138

1090

25,675

45,644

26,661

18,983

2013

25,400

44,670

26,389

18,281

2012

22,150

41,444

28,419

13,025

2011

22,575

43,540

28,487

15,053

2014

NOTE: Family tickets count as 3 people.

ATLANTIC SALMON IN LAKE HURON
Locally, Atlantic salmon are being caught in small, but
increasing numbers, in lower Lake Huron and the upper
St. Clair River during the past few of years. A few have
been caught during recent Salmon Derbies. Shore
fishermen along the banks of the St. Clair River, near the
Bluewater Bridges have been having more regular
success. Just a reminder, the Ontario possession limit is
1 in lower Lake Huron (Zone 13) and 0 in the St. Clair
River below the Bluewater Bridges (Zone 19).
The following request was received on the Bluewater
Anglers FACEBOOK page.
Please report your Atlantic Salmon. See below.
to Fishing Lower Lake Huron
April 10, 2016
Atlantic Salmon in Lake Huron are under study. The MDNR
would like for anglers to report their catches of Atlantic
salmon caught on Lake Huron to them. We would like a
picture with both sides of the fish, length, weight, location,
fin clip if known, and whether or not it was taken from
shore or the boat. Please report all fish whether they are
clipped or unclipped. The management as well as the
future stocking of these fish into the lake greatly depends
on the information we get back. You can report these fish
with this information to the creel clerks or email the local
biologist Tim Cwalinski at cwalinskit@michigan.gov with
the information. You may also email me
fishsqueezer12@gmail.com and I will be glad to turn the
information in as well. I do creel census at the ports of
Rogers City and Presque Isle for 2016. Thank you very
much for your help.
You can also add pictures and information about the
Atlantics you catch right here to this thread. I will be
checking on a regular basis.

BLUEWATER POWER donated $1,500 to the Bluewater
Anglers Hatchery Program. The donation is in part for
the use of the Bluewater Anglers Fish Culture Station as
a WiFi repeater location in Point Edward.

The following information on Atlantic salmon was copied
from the Michigan DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES webpage at Michigan.gov.
IDENTIFICATION:
Atlantic salmon can be hard to identify. Learn more
about identifying Atlantic salmon, Chinook salmon,
coho salmon, rainbow (steelhead) trout and brown
trout.
Adults have black spots on sides, mostly above the
lateral line. Dark pectoral fins, caudal fin may be slightly
forked, nine or 10 rays in anal fin. Two dorsal fins,
including one adipose fin. Caudal peduncle is generally
narrow and tapered. Narrow pointed, vomerine tongue
with four to six small teeth. Jaw usually extends to rear
edge of eye or only slightly beyond.
FISHING:
T pr m ry f s ry s n t
t. M ry’s R v r, w
t
state maintains a fishery in Torch Lake in Antrim County
with stocked fish, as well as Lexington Harbor, the
Thunder Bay River and the Au Sable River each spring
under an experimental stocking program. Atlantic
salmon can be caught in Lake Huron, the St. Marys River
and even the St. Clair River by Port Huron. Fall returns of
spawning fish occur at each location, primarily in
October through December. Anglers troll for them using
downriggers, though some anglers drift in current below
the rapids, casting with streamers or soft-plastic jerk
baits. In the spring, Atlantic salmon prefer the upper,
warmer layers of the lake near shore. In the summer
they retreat to deeper, cooler water. When fall
approaches they again come shoreward as they head
toward their spawning stream as the cycle repeats.
Have you caught an Atlantic salmon? Contact your local
DNR Fisheries biologist to provide information about
your catch.

NOTE - Anderson Baits in Port Huron will take your
information and frozen heads and send the information
to the MDNR.

DIET:
Salmon in the lake eat crustaceans, but seek out smelt,
alewives and any other available forage. While on their

spawning run they do not feed, but will often strike out
of aggression.
LIFE HISTORY:
Spawning migrations vary by stream of origin, but the St.
M ry’s R v r r n typ c y b g ns n m d-summer and
runs until November when spawning commences. The
female chooses a gravel-bottomed riffle above or below
a pool, and there she digs a nest, or redd. As she lays her
eggs in this depression, the male simultaneously releases
sperm. Then the female pushes gravel back over the
eggs. When spawning is finished the adults may rest in
the river for some time and then return to the lake.
Atlantic salmon can potentially spawn multiple years.
Males may remain in rivers all winter.
Eggs hatch the following spring, and emerge from the
gravel a few weeks later. At that stage of their
development, they stay in the stream's fast water, eating
and growing for two or three months, or until they are
about six inches long. Then they move downriver to the
Great Lakes, where they grow rapidly, and weigh three
to six pounds after one year. Some return to their
spawning grounds after this first year while others wait
an extra year or more, growing to a weight of around six
pounds.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
One of the most prized game fish in the world, Atlantic
salmon are known for their leaping and fighting ability.
Although they were once native to Lake Ontario, they
were extirpated from the Great Lakes before 1900. This
native of the North Atlantic Ocean was first successfully
introduced to the other Great Lakes in 1972 when
Michigan stocked around 20,000 young Atlantic salmon
in the Boyne and Au Sable rivers. Currently Great Lake
Atlantic salmon stockings are maintained by a spawning
r n nt
t. M ry’s R v r, w r ggs nd m t r
collected at the Lake Superior State University Aquatic
Research Laboratory.

DONATED WILDLIFE PRINTS
Bluewater Angler member Erich Hering of London
generously donated 7 wildlife prints to the Bluewater
Anglers in late 2017. The wildlife prints were auctioned
during several 2018 club events. The silent auctions
raised a total of $750 which will go towards the
Bluewater Anglers hatchery program. Thank you Erich.

45th ANNUAL (2019) OFAH CONSERVATION LOTTERY TICKETS
The Bluewater Anglers will be selling OFAH Conservation Lottery tickets as a 2019 club fund raiser. There are a total of
140 prizes worth almost $400,000 to be won. The Early Bird Draw (40 prizes) will be held on early March 2019 and the
Main Draw (100 prizes) will be held on early June 2019. OFAH Conservation Lottery tickets are $3.00 each or $30.00 for
a book of 10 tickets. Please buy your OFAH Conservation Lottery tickets from a Bluewater Anglers club member. The
club will receive $9.00 back for each book of tickets we sell. OFAH Conservation Lottery tickets should be available in
mid-November. Contact Paul Heckley (519-869-2593; pheckley@outlook.com) if you would like to purchase tickets for
Christmas stocking stuffers or if you would be interesting in selling some tickets for the club.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The Bluewater Anglers are an affiliated club of the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH). Membership in the
Bluewater Anglers includes membership in Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) since all members of an
affiliated club must also be members of OFAH (www.ofah.org). Members can choose between a “basic” OFAH
membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits but not the Ontario Out of Doors (OOD)
magazine or the “full” OFAH membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits plus the Ontario Out
of Doors (OOD) magazine. You can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through
the Bluewater Anglers. If you have a current Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) membership through
another club or organization, then you only need to pay for your regular Bluewater Anglers membership.
Complete the form below to become a Bluewater Anglers member or to renew your current membership. More
information about membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html and
www.ofah.org. Contact Ralph & Jo-Anne Eves (519-383-0873 or r_gary_1217@outlook.com) for more information.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

