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CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For September - December 2019
September 4
September 10
October 2
November 6
December 4

Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting

HATCHERY REPORT
Where did the summer go?
It was a good summer for the hatchery with good
stable growth in all our fish. We have a pretty hardy
crop for this time of year, with about 70,000
Rainbows and 22,000 Brown trout. That has kept
things relatively busy over the summer and with a
heavy public tour program it is never totally quiet.
There is lots of planning going on at present; with
fall rapidly approaching we have to get ready for fin
clipping, salmon egg collection and fall stocking.
Brown trout will be clipped about mid-September.
Tentatively, we are looking at Wednesday
September 18th. We will finalize the date for the
club meeting in September.

Check the Bluewater Anglers website for current
information on upcoming club events at
www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

Salmon egg collection will happen in late
September or early October. Hopefully it will be like
last year with lots of fish and a one trip collection. It
is always a short notification when our turn comes
up. We can always use more volunteers at both the
egg collection in Owen Sound and the fertilization
at the hatchery. We could really use some youth to
work the fish ladder. If you can help, let me know.

SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING

As the lake temperature falls we will start stocking
our Browns and Rainbows. This will make room for
our Salmon and the next crop of eggs.

Tuesday, September 10, 2019
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM
AGENDA
Hatchery Update
Upcoming Club Events
Salmon Derby Report
Fishing Report
Swap Table
GUEST SPEAKER / TOPIC

The only major maintenance work this summer was
the refurbishment of the stocking trailer. The
Monday crew did a great job and it is ready for
another few years of stocking.
On the capital side, we have received a grant
through the Community Hatchery Program and will
be purchasing some replacement well pumps which
continues to improve our overall reliability.
See you in September!
- Jake

BLUEWATER ANGLERS BOARD OF
DIRECTORS MEETINGS
The remaining 2019 Board of Directors meetings are
scheduled for September 4th, October 2nd, November 6th
and December 4th (... the first Wednesday of each
month) starting at 7:00 PM at the hatchery. The
meetings are open to all club members. If you are
thinking about becoming a Director in 2020, you are
encouraged to attend one or more of the Board of
Directors meetings. Please contact Ed Holubowicz (519381-1810, eholubowicz@flowserve.com) if you would
like to attend one of the meetings or if you have a
subject or issue the Board of Directors should consider.

SUNCOR donated $1,000 to the Bluewater Anglers in
recognition of Al Dezort’s volunteer hours.

HOW TO MAKE PERCH TACOS
The following recipe from ONTARIO OUT OF DOORS is
written by Andrew Rochon.
https://oodmag.com/cooking/perch-tacos/
These crunchy perch tacos taste even better with an
awesome pico de gallo — fresh tomato salsa — made
from beautiful garden-fresh tomatoes. Add some easyto-prepare spicy chipotle mayo (or buy a jar) and fresh
avocado to make these a hit at any outdoor gathering.

Ingredients
Makes 4 tacos
• 4 yellow perch fillets, boneless/skinless
• 4 yellow corn tortillas
• ½ avocado, skin off, cut into wedges
• 2 eggs, beaten
• 1 cup all-purpose flour
• 1 cup panko bread crumbs
• ½ jalapeno, sliced into thin rounds for garnish
• 6 cilantro leaves, whole, for garnish
Pico de gallo (salsa)
• 1 ripe tomato, diced
• ¼ red onion, diced
• ½ jalapeno, finely chopped, seeds removed
• 1 garlic clove, minced
• 1 lime, juiced
• 1 tbsp. fresh cilantro, chopped
• 1 tbsp. olive oil
• Salt and pepper, to taste
Chipotle mayo
• ½ cup mayonnaise
• 1 tbsp. chipotles in adobo, chopped
• ½ lime, juiced
Directions
To make the pico de gallo, mix tomato, red onion,
chopped jalapeno, garlic, lime juice, cilantro, and olive
oil in a bowl. Season with salt and pepper. Set aside.
Whisk mayonnaise, chipotles, and lime juice in a small
bowl. Refrigerate.
To bread the perch fillets, set up three bowls: one with
flour, one with beaten eggs, and one with panko. Roll the
perch fillet in the flour, tap off excess. Next dip into the
egg wash, and finally into the panko. Repeat with
remaining fillets.
Heat olive oil in a frying pan. Fry perch fillets until golden
brown (two to three minutes) then flip and repeat on
other side.
To assemble the perch tacos, place two tortillas onto a
taco holder or dish that will hold them upright. Place a
fried perch fillet in each taco. Top with some pico de
gallo and an avocado wedge. Drizzle the chipotle mayo
on top, and finish with a few thin jalapeno rounds and a
couple of fresh cilantro leaves.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS
FAMILY FUN (GOBY) DERBY
Saturday, July 6, 2019

It was a perfect day for the derby. Not too hot, not too
sunny, not too windy.
52 families registered representing 156 people fishing.
Some families had other members present who did not
fish so I think the total people represented is closer to
200.
25 non gobies were registered for big fish and many
more non-gobies were caught and not measured. A
whopping 622 gobies were counted in total.
Prizes - Big fish
1 – Cayden - 51cm Sheephead
2 - Christen - 48cm Sucker
3 - Lambert family - 41cm Carp
Prizes - # of Gobies
1 - Doan family - 177/6 = 29 gobies per person
2 - Barklay family - 81/4 = 20 gobies per person
3 - Rodriguez family - 36/2 = 18 gobies per person
There were lots of members present to help out. It was a
very successful day with lots of positive comments from
those in attendance. A big THANK YOU to the many
Bluewater Angler volunteers who helped along the
waterfront and back at the hatchery.
A big THANK YOU to Eric’s Bait shop in Wallaceburg,
who very generously donated the worms for everyone
to use.
And finally, a big THANK YOU to all of the families that
came out. We hope everyone enjoyed the day and hope
to see all of you back again next year!
-Ben

VILLAGE OF POINT EDWARD AND
BLUEWATER ANGLERS WALLEYE DERBY
6:00 PM August 16 - 9:00 AM August 17, 2019

There were a total of 85 entrants in this year’s Walleye
Derby. This was a fair bit lower than last year’s record
setting 133 tickets sold. Despite the great weather, it
seems anglers weren’t confident they could catch a
lunker. A total of 21 fish were entered in this 'single
biggest fish' event, about half as many as last year. The
lake had calmed down by Friday, but the water was still
a little murky.
The winners of the 2019 Walleye Derby are:
1st Norm Bradley
1.41 kg
$500
nd
2
Kevin Somes
1.32 kg
$250
3rd Brian Somes
1.28 kg
$125
4th Larry Doan
1.24 kg
$100
5th Cody Spinks
1.15 kg
$50
1.07 kg
$25
6th Ron Bramham
th
7
Carl Mercer
1.02 kg
$25
8th Chris Garwood
0.91 kg
$25
9th Carl MacMullen 0.90 kg
$25
th
10 Dave Ryan
0.81 kg
$25
Kevin Somes also won the additional $100 prize for the
largest fish entered by a Bluewater Anglers member.
A total of 5 draw prizes from The Outdoorsman were
awarded to derby participants present at the weigh-in.
Congratulations to the winners!

Top 10 anglers & their catches from the 2019 Walleye Derby

Paul Burgess, Village of Point Edward Councillor, was
present to award the first place $500 cheque to Norm
Bradley. The Village of Point Edward has sponsored the
first place prize for this event for several years. The
Bluewater Anglers are very appreciative of the Village of
Point Edward’s support for this community event.

st

Councillor Paul Burgess presents the 1 place cheque to Norm Bradley

Emma from CHOK was also present to promote the BWA
Club on Social media and was handing out Tim Cards to
all of the volunteers.
Hot dogs and pop were available to all participants at
the weigh-in. Thanks to Larry Doan and Gerry Lanteigne
for their culinary expertise.
Special thanks to our other members on site helping out,
including Bob Huggett, Lou Dallaire, Dennis Mather, and
Bob Daly. Apologies if I’ve missed anyone else.
We hope to see everybody again at next year’s Walleye
Derby!
-Ben

ODEN HATCHERY READIES FOR
ARCTIC GRAYLING
The following article was included in the July/August
2019 GREAT LAKES BASIN REPORT, a publication of the
Great Lakes Sport Fishing Council.
http://www.great-lakes.org/

Michigan is one step closer to bringing Arctic grayling
back to state waters. The ultraviolet water disinfection
system at Oden State Fish Hatchery in Emmet County has
been installed, meaning the facility is ready to welcome
juvenile Arctic grayling.
“With the completion of this project, we can protect the
fish populations in the inland waterway— the series of
rivers and inland lakes that the rearing water flows
into— from any pathogens that may inadvertently arrive
with these fish,” said Ed Eisch, the DNR’s fish production
manager. “We don’t anticipate any issues, but we
definitely want to err on the conservative side when it
comes to the possibility of introducing new pathogens.”
The UV system is critical for the long-term process of
cultivating Michigan’s Arctic grayling broodstock
(mature fish used for breeding), a goal of the Michigan
Arctic Grayling Initiative.
Major gifts were granted by the Henry E. and Consuelo S.
Wenger Foundation, the Little River Band of Ottawa
Indians, Trout Unlimited, the DNR, Petoskey-Harbor
Springs Area Community Foundation, Oleson
Foundation, Rotary Charities of Traverse City, Friends of
the Jordan River Watershed and supporters of the Little
Traverse Conservancy.
The Arctic grayling will arrive at Oden State Fish
Hatchery in early August. These fish were collected as
eggs in Alaska in May and have been housed at
Michigan State University since their arrival in the state.
This is the first in a series of three year classes of fish
that will make up the founding broodstock for the Arctic
grayling effort.
The juvenile fish will be reared in isolation at Oden and,
once cleared by fish health testing, transferred to
Marquette State Fish Hatchery to continue maturing.
Learn more at www.MiGrayling.org or contact Ed Eisch,
231-922- 6056 or Elyse Walter, 517-284-5839.

ERIC’S BAIT SHOP in Wallaceburg very generously
donated all of the worms used by the families
participating in the Goby Derby.

43rd Annual (2019) SALMON DERBY
UPDATE
A combination of good weather and good fishing
contributed to a whopping 1,622 fish entered this year.
Our generous sponsors and the continued support of
our Salmon Derby participants resulted in another very
successful Salmon Derby.
Ticket sales were up about 8% from 2018, and we hit a
new record number of participants in recent history.
There is still some sponsorship revenue to collect, but
the preliminary 2019 Salmon Derby profit appears to be
about $17,100. This will cover a big portion of the
annual cost of running the hatchery. The remainder
comes from the vending machine revenues at the
hatchery pond, donations and miscellaneous fundraising activities through the year.
The Bluewater Anglers would like to thank all of the
2019 Salmon Derby sponsors and everybody who
participated in this spring’s derby. Your support is
essential for the continued success of the Salmon Derby.
We hope to see all of you again next year!

44th ANNUAL (2020) SALMON DERBY
The dates for the 2020 Salmon Derby are Friday, May 1
to Sunday, May 10, 2020. Only 8 months to go!
Planning for next spring’s 44thANNUAL SALMON DERBY
is about to begin. The first meeting of the 2020 Salmon
Derby Committee will be held on Monday, September
16th at 7:00 PM at the Hatchery.
The 2020 Salmon Derby Committee is looking for 3 – 5
new members to bring the committee back to full
strength. New ideas and perspectives help make the
derby better. The committee meets for 1 - 1½ hours
every 2 - 3 weeks. Anyone interested in helping with the
2020 Salmon Derby is asked to contact Ed Holubowicz
(519-381-1810, eholubowicz@flowserve.com). There
will be more information at the September 10th General
Membership Meeting.
If anybody knows of a person or company that might be
interested in becoming a 2020 Salmon Derby sponsor or
putting an ad in the 2020 Salmon Derby Brochure,
please contact Ed Holubowicz (519-381-1810,
eholubowicz@flowserve.com for sponsorships) or Pete
Bothwell (pbothwell@cogeco.ca; 519-869-4611 for ads).
The 2020 Salmon Derby Committee will follow up with
the individuals or companies.

SALMON DERBY COMPARISONS FOR 2012 - 2019

YEAR

SINGLE
TICKETS

FAMILY
TICKETS

TOTAL
PATICIPANTS

TICKET
SALES ($)

DERBY
INCOME
($)

DERBY
EXPENSES
($)

DERBY
PROFIT ($)

2019

1,007

78

1,241

29,075

55,300

38,200

17,100

2018

978

57

1,149

27,300

50,905

32,522

18,383

2017

890

59

1,067

25,175

48,255

36,710

11,545

2016

1,019

47

1,160

27,800

51,493

34,148

17,345

2015

1,039

57

1,210

28,775

51,106

30,968

20,138

1,090

25,675

45,644

26,661

18,983

2013

25,400

44,670

26,389

18,281

2012

22,150

41,444

28,419

13,025

2014

INTERNATIONAL STUDY SHOWS
MUSKIES ON THE MOVE
The following article by Sharon Hill was posted on the
Windsor Star Website on August 6, 2019.
https://windsorstar.com/news/local-news/
A roaming muskie dubbed James Bond is helping
scientists spy on muskies that are so difficult to catch,
they’re called the fish of 10,000 casts.
Researchers have tracked a muskie with 007 in its
identifying records from the Detroit River to the far end
of Lake Erie near Buffalo to Lake St. Clair and back to
Lake Erie.
That is the most well-travelled muskellunge in an
international study that is tracking 111 muskies with
surgically implanted transmitters to understand what
these large predator fish with a mouthful of teeth are
doing.
“That’s one of the coolest things we’ve seen,” said
Stephen Marklevitz, a Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry biologist who is involved in the binational Lake
St. Clair muskie tagging study. “We never would have
thought muskie would have migrated the entire length
of Lake Erie and had such a diversity in these movement
patterns.”
That one appears to be unique. Overall the study is
showing that muskies move around more than was
previously thought with most sticking around Lake St.
Clair and the Detroit River, Marklevitz said recently.
Muskellunge are sit and wait, ambush predators and
although researchers knew they moved around, this
study is revealing patterns of movements and the
habitat they’re using that will help better protect the
fishery, Marklevitz said. One interesting preliminary
finding is some are returning to certain areas of Lake St.
Clair in the fall that would not have to do with spawning
but likely food.
“It’s pretty exciting to start unlocking some of the
mysteries of muskies,” Marklevitz said.
Jan-Michael Hessenauer, a fisheries research biologist
with the Lake St. Clair Fisheries Research Station of the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, said
muskies are moving about a kilometre a day which is a
lot since the study is finding the fish are not moving at all
about 43 per cent of the days they are detected.
“In other words on days when fish are moving they are
travelling pretty far!” Hessenauer said via email Tuesday
after a day of Lake Erie research.

The muskies are frequently moving between Lake St.
Clair, the Detroit River and Lake Erie, he said. Some
return to almost to their exact capture locations on the
Detroit River which likely has to do with spawning.
Although there are muskies in the St. Clair River, there’s
been very little movement of the fish to that river,
Hessenauer said.
The results are still preliminary and more fish will be
tagged. Hessenauer said the transmitters have about
seven years of battery life, so the database that started
in 2016 will grow. Underwater receivers of the Great
Lakes Acoustic Telemetry Observation System pick up
pings from the transmitters to track the fish.
Marklevitz said the MNR is grateful to the Muskies
Canada Inc. anglers who on specific days catch as many
muskies as they can so ministry researchers can put in
transmitters. Many anglers practice catch and release
and have revival tanks on their boats so the muskies can
recover.
The study is being done by the MNR, the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources, the Ohio Department
of Natural Resources and the U.S. Geological Survey.
Lake St. Clair has been called a world-class muskellunge
fishery. Muskies can grow to reach more than 65 pounds
and only sturgeon in the Great Lakes grow larger.
The one dubbed James Bond was a male tagged on the
Michigan side of the Detroit River in May 2016. It was six
kilograms (about 13 pounds). That year it swam to the
far end of Lake Erie near Buffalo before returning to the
Michigan side of the Detroit River and spending the
winter in western Lake Erie.
In 2017, that muskie headed to the Detroit River, spent
the summer in Lake St. Clair off Lakeshore before
heading back to the western basin of Lake Erie. It was
back in the Detroit River in the spring of 2018 and then in
Lake Erie last summer.
“I think it’s important that this is a unique fish,”
Marklevitz said. “Most of our fish (in the study) aren’t
travelling this far.”

The LAMBTON BOW HUNTERS donated $100 to the
Bluewater Anglers

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The Bluewater Anglers are an affiliated club of the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH). Membership in the
Bluewater Anglers includes membership in Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) since all members of an
affiliated club must also be members of OFAH (www.ofah.org). Members can choose between a “basic” OFAH
membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits but not the Ontario Out of Doors (OOD)
magazine or the “full” OFAH membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits plus the Ontario Out
of Doors (OOD) magazine. You can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through
the Bluewater Anglers. If you have a current Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) membership through
another club or organization, then you only need to pay for your regular Bluewater Anglers membership.
Complete the form below to become a Bluewater Anglers member or to renew your current membership. More
information about membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html and
www.ofah.org. Contact Ralph & Jo-Anne Eves (519-383-0873 or r_gary_1217@outlook.com) for more information.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

