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Another year has come to an end. Where did the time go?  

First off, I would like to thank the Hatchery operators, the 
Salmon Derby Committee members, the Club Events 
Coordinators, the Board of Directors and all the other 
volunteers for their efforts during 2018. We had a very 
successful Salmon Derby which raised over $18,000 for 
our hatchery operations. We had another good year in 
the hatchery raising Rainbow Trout, Brown Trout and 
Chinook salmon. Over 120,000 fish were stocked in 2018. 
The school mini hatchery program expanded to 8 schools 
this fall. The involvement and enthusiasm of the kids are 
very heart warming to see.  

The coming New Year, and future years, will pose some 
challenges for the Bluewater Anglers. Like most other 
organizations, the folks involved in our programs are 
getting older and finding it more challenging each year. 
We need some new, younger people to step up and get 
involved ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΩǎ 
future success. The time commitment is not large ... a 
couple of hours a month as a director or event 
coordinator, a couple of hours a week as a hatchery 
operator. A little involvement will go a long way to 
keeping the Bluewater Anglers activities going for future 
generations. Please get involved. 
 
Best wishes for 2019            Ed Holubowicz, President 

 
 

CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR 
For January ς April 2019 

 
January 8 General Membership Meeting 
January 9 Board of Directors Meeting 
February 6 Board of Directors Meeting 
February 16 Ice Fishing Derby 
February 22-24 London Boat, Fishing & Outdoor Show 
March 6 Board of Directors Meeting 
March 16 - 17 Hatchery Open House  
April 3  Board of Directors Meeting 
April 9  General Membership Meeting 
April 20  Shoreline Clean Up 
April 27  Club Spring Derby 
May 3 - 12 Bluewater Anglers 2019 Salmon Derby 
 
Pick up a copy of the complete Listing of Events 2019 at 

the next General Membership Meeting. Check the 
Bluewater Anglers website for current information on 
upcoming club events at www.bluewateranglers.com. 

 

 
 

 

JANUARY GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING 

 

Tuesday, January 8, 2019 
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre 

210 Monk Street 
Doors open at 7:00 PM 

Meeting starts at 7:30 PM 
 

AGENDA 
Election of Directors for 2019 - 2021 

2018 ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
Hatchery Update 

Hatchery Open House 
Salmon Derby Update 

Club Events - Ice Fishing Derby 
Fishing Report 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS / TOPICS 
Julie Kerr & Mike McGee 

Lambton Upland Game Bird Chapter 
&  

Ed Holubowicz 
Ice Fishing Basics for Beginners 

Where to Ice Fish Locally 
 

http://www.bluewateranglers.com/
http://www.bluewateranglers.com/


 
 

2019 - 2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

 
The Board of Directors would like to acknowledge and 
ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǘƛǊƛƴƎ ŘƛǊectors for their service and 
dedication during the past 3 years. The retiring directors 
are Bob Daly, Paul Heckley and Stefan Jackson. 
 
hƴŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜǿŀǘŜǊ !ƴƎƭŜǊǎΩ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƛǎ 
elected to a 3 year term at the first General 
Membership Meeting of each year. At least five (5) new 
directors are needed for the 2019 - 2021 term. We 
encourage both shore and boat fisherwomen & 
fishermen to get involved in helping run your club. New 
people bring new ideas and new perspectives that help 
our club grow and prosper. This is your chance to get 
involved and help run your club. The Board of Directors 
meet the first Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM at 
the hatchery. 
 
Any club member interested in becoming a director or 
who knows a club member who is interested, please 
contact Ed Holubowicz (EHolubowicz@Flowserve.com 
or 519-381-1810) before the January 8th General 
Meeting. Nominations will be accepted from the floor at 
the January 8th General Membership Meeting.  
 

 
 

HATCHERY REPORT 
 

The hatchery is starting to fill up as 2018 comes to a 
close. 

Chinook Salmon: We had a very successful egg 
collection this fall with our allocation of 110,000 eggs 
being collected in one day. That was the first time in 
close to 10 years that ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ 
trips to collect our eggs. Our losses through the initial 
development have been a bit higher than normal but 
we still are looking at about 80,000 salmon for spring 
stocking next April.  

Rainbow Trout: The 8,000 Rainbow Trout held over 
from the spring were stocked on October 29th ς 30th. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Rainbow Trout are growing on schedule with 
about 40,000 - 42,000 projected for spring stocking.  

We are raising 150 domestic Rainbow Trout for 
replacements to the outside feeding pond. They are 
already close to half a pound and should be double that 
size by spring. 

Brown Trout: We stocked 17,000 Brown Trout on 
October 29th ς 30th. Approximately 1,300 of the smaller 
Brown Trout were held over. They will be growing over 
the winter in preparation for spring stocking. A few will 
be put in the public feeding pond. Our new batch of 
25,000 eyed up Brown Trout eggs are expected tthe first 
week of January. 

2018 Stocking Numbers: In total, over 120,000 fish 
were stocked out in 2018 including 25,000 Brown Trout, 
38,000 Rainbow Trout and 60,000 Chinook salmon. 

School Hatchery Salmon Program: The school mini 
hatchery program is in full swing again this fall. Two 
new schools were added this year bringing the total to 8 
schools this winter. 

What is the Future: As the New Year approaches, some 
changes are needed if our hatchery is going to survive 
long term for our children and grandchildren.  

I am one of the changes that has to happen. I am no 
longer able to keep the same pace as when I started 20 
years ago. I will still be involved but someone else has 
to step up and take over. The hatchery has seen many 
changes over the past 20 years and hopefully most of 
them have made our hatchery better.  

We must have some younger help take over. Most of 
the people working in the hatchery today are in their 
late 60s or 70s ... and getting older each year. Think 
about it. If you want to keep an active fishing future in 
this area you have to give something back. 

Jake 

 

      CN DONATION      
 

$500 to the Bluewater Anglers 
in recognition of CN retiree Ross BishopΩs 

volunteer activities with the Bluewater Anglers 
and the community. 

 

mailto:EHolubowicz@Flowserve.com
mailto:EHolubowicz@Flowserve.com


FIN-CLIPPING THE BROWN TROUT 
 

A group of approximately 25 volunteers made short 
work of fin-clipping the approximately 17,000 Brown 
Trout fingerlings on September 19th. The adipose fin 
was clipped on each fish in preparation for stocking in 
late October / early November. Thanks to everybody 
who came out to help. It was a job very well done. 
 

 
 

 
 

                                  

                           
 

THE KAEDEN BROWN FOUNDATION 
 

donated $1,000 to the Bluewater Anglers. 
The funds will be used to enhance the Bluewater 

!ƴƎƭŜǊǎ ƪƛŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ όϷрллύ ŀƴŘ  
ǘƘŜ {ŀƭƳƻƴ 5ŜǊōȅ ƪƛŘΩǎ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ όϷрллύΦ 

 

More information on The Kaeden Brown Foundation 
can be found at www.thekaedenbrownfoundation.com. 

 

 

FIN-CLIPPING THE RAINBOW TROUT 
Wednesday, January 16, 2019 at 9:00 AM 

 
There are 42,000 Ganaraskas Rainbow Trout in the 
hatchery that are just about ready to clip. We will be 
doing this on Wednesday, January 16th. We need a good 
sized crew to get it all done in one day. There will be 
signup sheets at the January 8th General Membership 
Meeting and at the hatchery. If you are interested in 
helping, please sign up or give Jake a call at 519-869-
2371. No experience is required. We supply the scissors. 
Lunch will be served at the hatchery. Come help if you 
can.   
 

 
COHO SALMON STOCKING IN LAKE HURON 
(Source: Blue Water Sportfishing Association Newsletter 

V46, #10 - October 2018) 
 

The Blue Water Sportfishing Association, in Port Huron, 
has been actively working with the Lake Huron Citizens 
Fishery Advisory Committee, Michigan DNR and other 
stakeholders to get a regular Atlantic salmon stocking 
program plus Coho salmon plants in southern Lake 
Huron.  
 
It has been announced that 100,000 Coho salmon will 
be stocked in southern Lake Huron in 2019. The sites 
have not been announced but will likely include 50,000 
in the Oscoda area and 50,000 in the thumb area.  
 
This is exciting news for the spring fishery in our area of 
Lake Huron. The shallow, warmer waters and the 
abundance of bait fish (emerald shiners, etc.) should 
attract the Coho salmon. 

 

http://www.thekaedenbrownfoundation.com/


ICE FISHING DERBY 
Saturday, February 16, 2019 

 
The Ice Fishing Derby is the first club event of 2019. 
Hopefully, Mother Nature will cooperate. We hope to 
have a record turnout like last year. The outing is held on 
the first ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƛƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ Χ ǎƻ ƴƻ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ 
license is needed. The Ice Fishing Derby is open to both 
club members and the general public. Bring the family 
and/or a friend and enjoy a morning fishing on Sarnia Bay.  
 
An entry fee of $5.00 per person must accompany the 
entry form. Entry forms and complete Ice Fishing Derby 
information will be available at the January 8th General 
Membership Meeting. The Outdoorsman and Bucks Bait 
will have application forms until 4:30 PM on Friday, 
February 15th. Tickets will be available at the Sarnia Bay 
Marina parking lot on Saturday morning February 16th 
between 7:30 AM - 9:00 AM. You must buy your Ice 
Fishing Derby ticket before you start fishing. 
 

 

The Ice Fishing Derby starts at 6:00 AM on Saturday, 
February 16th. Participants can bring their catch to the 
weigh-in station located at the Sarnia Bay Marina boat 
ramp anytime during the morning. All fish must be 
weighed in by 11:00 AM. Prizes will be based on 90% of 
the ticket sales. 10% will go to the Bluewater Anglers 
Hatchery. Cash prizes will be awarded based on weight in 
each of the three fish categories ... Panfish (including 
perch, crappie, sunfish, rock bass), Pike, and Trout 
(Rainbow and Brown Trout). You are allowed to enter 
only one fish per category. If no fish are entered in a 
category, the prizes in that fish category will be added to 
the Panfish category. Prizes will be awarded right after 
the weigh-in closes at 11:00 AM. 
 
Draw prizes will be made from entrants 12 and under, and 
from entrants 13 and over. Draw Prize winners must be 
present for the draws made at the close of the weigh-in. 
 

 

Increase the thicknesses for poorer quality ice. 
 
 

ICE FISHING BASICS 
 
Like most activities, ice fishing can be a relatively simple, 
inexpensive activity (rod, reel, line, hooks, jigs, bait) or a 
complex, expensive one (portable shelter, power auger, 
fish finder, underwater colour camera). It all depends on 
the level of interest. Simple and inexpensive will work for 
most occasional ice fishing outings with the family & kids. 
 
The following information from Ice Fishing Canada 
(www.icefishingcanada.ca) can be a good start. 
 
Minimum You Should Take: 
1. Fishing rods, DUH!!!  
2. Reels-  Micro-spinning reel  
3. Line- 4-8 lb test ice-line, use 1 size smaller than 

what you would use in summer  
4. Bait:  check local regulations for what you can use  
5. A 5 gallon bucket to sit on or to transport your catch 

home   
6. Hand and foot warmers  
7. Needle nose pliers  
8. Fishing License  
9. Proper I.D.  
10. A compass  
11. Fingernail clippers   
12. Ice scoop  
13. Jigs and spoons and hooks, make sure your hooks 

are sharp 
 
 

http://www.icefishingcanada.ca/


Ice fishing equipment if going alone: not 
recommended  
1. Ice auger  
2. Sled for auger or vehicle if the ice is thick enough.  
3. Mouth spreader  
4. Hook sharpener  
5. Bait bucket  
6. Small shovel  
7. Ice picks,  store bought or homemade   

Preferred ice fishing equipment: 
1. Fish Finder (bear in mind these are not fish 

catchers!)  
2. Ice Fishing Shelter  
3. Propane heater  
4. Spud bar (for checking ice thickness)  
5. Camera , to verify your tall fishing tales  
6. Ice cleats  
7. Ice Anchoring System  
8. flashlight.  
9. Lantern  
10. Matches or Lighter (how else are you going to light 

your heater?)  
11. Tip-ups  
12. Leaders for tip-ups  
13. Bait for tip-ups: check local regulations for what you 

can use  
14. Cell-phone, maybe you can get a pizza delivered!, 

make sure battery is fully charged  
15. GPS unit, make sure batteries are fully charged  
 
Luxury Ice Fishing Equipment: 
1. Underwater camera  
2. Two-way radios to talk to your buddies  
3. Ice Fishing House  
4. Strike sensors for tip-ups 

 Optional Ice Fishing items:  
1. Food  
2. Drinks  
3. Hand Towel (give to your buddy if he is crying about 

the cold or inability to catch as many as you!)  
4. Sunglasses (gotta look cool, even if you are 

freezing!) 

There are several other sources of information available 
online. 
Frabill's Ice Fishing Tips for Beginners | Blain's Farm ... 
www.farmandfleet.com ü Blog ü Fishing & Ice Fishing 

Everything You Need to Know to Start Ice Fishing | Field ... 
https://www.fieldandstream.com/how-to-start-ice-fishing 

11 basic ice fishing tips - Outdoor Canada 
www.outdoorcanada.ca/expert-ice-fishing-tips 

Ice Fishing Tips - For The Beginner 
www.upfishing.com/ice-fishing-tips.html 

HATCHERY OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, March 16th & Sunday, March 17th 

10:00 AM ς 4:00 PM 
 
Come and see how we raise fish during our annual 
Hatchery Open House on Saturday, March 16th or 
Sunday, March 17th between 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM each 
day. We invite all club members and the public to come 
and see the major improvements that have been made 
to the hatchery. This is the future fish stock for the local 
waters. Bring your family and friends. Come and visit us. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.icefishingcanada.ca/microvu.html
https://www.farmandfleet.com/blog/frabills-ice-fishing-tips-for-beginners/
https://www.farmandfleet.com/blog
https://www.farmandfleet.com/blog/category/fishing-ice-fishing/
https://www.fieldandstream.com/how-to-start-ice-fishing
http://www.outdoorcanada.ca/expert-ice-fishing-tips/
http://www.upfishing.com/ice-fishing-tips.html


             
 

2019 HATCHERY OPERATORS 
 

The successful operation of our hatchery depends on the 
dedication and expertise of our volunteer hatchery 

operators. We are fortunate to have an excellent group of 
Bluewater Anglers members, and non-members, who 
make up the daily hatchery operator crews. Each crew 

comes in one morning a week for 1 - 2 hours to clean the 
tanks, feed the fish, and do routine hatchery checks and 
maintenance. We would like to recognize and thank the 

current hatchery operators for their dedication.  
A good job Χ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ! 

 
 

Sunday Crew 

 
         David                    John                 Doug            Sippie 
       Bornais               Klazinga           Gatecliff       Scholtens   

 
Monday Crew 

 
     Larry          Dan            John        John      Ross      Gary 
     Doan   McDonald  Barneveld  Harris   Bishop  Willock                        

 

 

  Tuesday Crew 

 
    Back:    Alex              Tom           Tom              Jake         
                Ralph          Watson      Brown      Van Rooyen 
   Front:  Ron Allison             Gerry Lanteigne  

              
Wednesday Crew 

 
          Al             Dave             Pete            Bob            Fred 
   Metcalfe        Hicks        Bothwell      Thorpe       Brown 

 
Thursday Crew 

 
        Dennis           Jeff           Tom         Bob            Paul                       
       Mather         Berry      Nelligan      Daly        Heckley        

 



Friday Crew 

 
         Lou                Joe      Maurice        Alan    Al                                          
     Dallaire          Aitken      Cameron      Boam     Dezort                           

 

Saturday Crew                                                   

 
       Doug                Ed                Pierre               Henry 
    McLean        Desantis           DuBois               Kock 
 
 
 

LONDON BOAT, FISHING 
& OUTDOOR SHOW 

February 22 - 24, 2019 
 

The Bluewater Anglers will have a booth at the 36th 
Annual LONDON BOAT, FISHING & OUTDOOR SHOW at 
the Western Fair District Agriplex & Arena on February 

22 - 24, 2019. This is an opportunity to promote the 
Bluewater Anglers club and the 2019 Salmon Derby. 

Bluewater Anglers information & memberships, Salmon 
Derby information & tickets, and OFAH Conservation 

Lottery tickets will be available at the Bluewater Anglers 
ōƻƻǘƘΦ 5ǊƻǇ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ōƻƻǘƘ όІслсύ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άIƛέΦ 

 

 
 
 
 

ATLANTIC SALMON IN LAKE HURON 
 

The following are some excepts from the Lake Huron 
Citizens Fishery Advisory Committee Meeting held on 
August 7, 2018. The full minutes can be found at 
http://www.mssfa.org/images/pdffiles/reports/Approv
ed-August-7-2018-Lake-Huron-Citizens-Fishery-
Advisory-Committee.pdf.  

 

... The Atlantic Salmon production goal is to raise 
180,000 yearlings annually.  It is hoped that number 
�•�Z�}�µ�o�������������À���]�o�����o�����]�v���î�ì�î�ì���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�]�•���(���o�o�[�•�����P�P���š���l���X����
The plan is for 100,000 Atlantics to be housed at the 
Platte River Hatchery, and 80,000 at the Harrietta 
Hatchery.   
 

... The current bottleneck for the Atlantic salmon 
program expansion is the limited egg availability from 
Lake Superior State University brood stock. 
 

... are reliant on Lake Superior State University for eggs, 
without a backup egg source.   
  

... a lot of good things are happening at the southern 
end of the lake and into the St. Clair River all the way to 
the North Channel of the St. Clair River where the catch 
rate has been astounding. 
 

... has received comments from managers of Atlantic 
salmon programs from other areas of the country who 
noted the differences in how they operate compared to 
�D�]���Z�]�P���v�[�•���‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�X�����������µ�•�����}�(���š�Z�����•�µ�������•�•���]�v��
Michigan, some of those managers are considering 
changes to increase their success.    
 

 ... noted that there appears to be a decent amount of 
smelt available, which may explain some of the better 
growth of Atlantics.   
 

... they are eating about any prey item that is available, 
including gobies.   
 
 

... �Á�����•�Z�}�µ�o���v�[�š���������š�}�}���•�µ�Œ�‰�Œ�]�•�����������}�µ�š���š�Z�����(�]�•�Z���Z�������]�v�P��
down the St. Clair River. 
 

...  �š���o�l�����������}�µ�š���^�]�u�}�v�����s���o�o�����������^�}�µ�Ì���[�•���~�D�^�h��
professor) analysis of what different fish species can 
generate economically, which showed the top species (in 
terms of amount spent per targeted trip) was Atlantic 
salmon.   
 
It appears the experimental stocking of Atlantic salmon 
in Lake Huron is showing signs of success, especially in 
the lower end of the lake and the St. Clair River. Atlantic 
salmon growth and catches have been good, and the 
DNR is receiving a good number of Atlantic salmon 
heads. Hopefully, this bodes well for continued stocking 
of Atlantic salmon in lower Lake Huron. 


