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Because of its shallow depths and 
southern most exposure, waters off 
lower Lake Huron warm up fast each 
spring, drawing schools of spawning 
Smelt and Alewives shoreward.  The 
relationship between salmonoid and 
the forage base is the key.  Find warm 
water and bait and ravenous salmon 
and trout won't be far behind.

Dedicated angler's fish well before 
dawn, starting shallow in less that 10 
feet of water and working their way 
out to depths of 20 to 50 feet by mid 
morning.

Try matching your lure to that 
of the forage base.  Body baits like 
Jensen Power Minnows, Bombers and 
Rapalas best imitate the smelt; spoons 
like, Pirhanas, Northern King NK28, 
Diamond Kings and Silver Streaks 
best imitate the alewives.  Spoons 
usually don't come into play until 
fish move out into depths exceeding 
25 feet.  Controlling lure depth is 
extremely important; it's always better 
to be running lures a little above fish 
than below.

With Zebra Mussels doing such a 
thorough job of improving the water 
clarity of the Great Lakes each year, 
offshore trollers have had to modify 
their trolling techniques to cover a 
wider area of water and target fish that 
shy away from the noise of your boat.

On any salmon boat, downriggers 
are an essential accessory when 
it comes to depth control fishing.  
However, in shallow gin clear water 
the amount of underwater disturbance 
caused by the cables and cannonballs 
as they cut through the shallow water 
might actually be spooking fish away 
from your setup.  Running longer 100 
to 150 foot leads should help eliminate 
this problem.

Multiple rod holders are a must, 
they have to be durable to withstand 
the heavy pressure from dipsy divers, 
yet flexible enough to be able to swing 
straight up and from side to side to 

accommodate leadcore, dipsy rods 
and both planer board and in-line rods.  
A salmon boat rigged properly with 
2 or 4 downriggers and good quality 
rod holders, like those manufactured 
by Scotty or Pursuit Sports, will easily 
allow you to present from 6 to 12 lines 
and tackle different depths and cover a 
wider trolling area.

Dipsy divers are a must with any 
serious offshore troller.  They're 
designed to provide both downward 
and outward mid depth coverage.

Fishing a couple of dual planer 
boards or inline planers, like those 
manufactured by Church Tackle Co. 
and Off-Shore Tackle on each side of 
your boat can help cover a wider area 
of water and produce a lot of bonus 
fish missed by the riggers and dipsy's.

Boards have always been a great 
way to target fish near the surface, 
but with the aid of mini disks, jet 
drivers and snap weights, lures can 
now be presented to depths exceeding 
40 feet.  Remember, when running 

Rigging Your Boat For Spring Trolling
Luhr Jensen mini dipsy divers on in-
line planers or dual boards to set the 
disk on zero so it runs straight down 
to achieve maximum depth and tracks 
true through the water.

Leadcore line is the latest trolling 
technique to hit the Great Lakes and 
is accounting for more fish every year.  
Leadcore comes in 18, 27, 36 and 45# 
test strengths, a full core is 10 colours 
or 100 yards.  Your leader can be 
upwards to 100 feet long and should 
always be lighter than the leadcore.  If 
you snag, your lighter lead will be the 
first thing that breaks.  Two hundred 
yards of braided line will fit as backing 
underneath your 100 yards of leadcore.  
When running leadcore, put all of it in 
the water for best results.

The key is to cover as much of the 
water column as possible.  A couple 
of downriggers and a good rod holder 
placement for both dipsy divers, in-line 
planers and leadcore rods can greatly 
improve your next spring outing.

Pete Bothwell
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2091 London Line 
Sarnia ON N7T7H2 

(519) 542-2089
www.sarniarv.com

Monday-Friday 
8:30am-5pm     

Saturday 
9am-2pm

    6TH ANNUAL
 SPRING FISHING SHOW & SALE

Saturday, April 4th, 2009 from 9am-4pm

CHECK OUT OUR

CLOSEOUT BINS! ROD & REEL SALES
TERMINATOR 

SPINNERBAITS
$6.00 EA

STRIKE KING
DIAMOND SHADS
$2.99  -OR-  5/$10

EXCALIBUR
BODY BAITS

ASSORTED VARIETIES
$4.99  -OR-  5/$20

LUHR JENSEN
POWER MINNOWS

$4.99  -OR-  5/$20 

XPS 
LAZER EYE 
MINNOWS

$4.99  -OR-  5/$20

BERKLEY FRENZIES
$4.99  -OR-  5/$20 

BOMBER LURES
SELECTED VARIETIES

$4.99  -OR-  5/$20

CORDELL
COTTON LURES

ASSORTED VARIETIES
$4.99  -OR-  5/$20

WOODSIE
MUSKIE BAITS

REGULAR $19.99
SALE PRICE $13.99

SHIMANO 
FX SPINNING 

COMBOS
$32.99

SHIMANO 
CORVALUS

BAITCASTING 
COMBO
$89.99

ASSORTED RODS
STARTING AT 
$15.00
SHIMANO 

CONVERGENCE 
MUSKIE RODS

$69.99

15% OFF
ALL RODS & REELS

EXCLUDING ALL SALE ITEMS

TEAM DAIWA
BAITCASTING 

RODS
6’6” AND 7’

$59.99

DAIWA
COASTAL 

RODS
7’6”

$59.99

MORE GREAT DEALS TO COME!

10:00 AM
John “Reef 

Runner” Billings
LAKE ERIE 
RAINBOW 

AND WALLEYE 
TECHNIQUES

11:00 AM
Sco� Dezort

ST. CLAIR RIVER
RAINBOW TROUT
SHORE FISHING

TECHNIQUES

12:00 PM
Derek Laporte

Castmaster 
Guide Service

VERTICAL 
JIGGING 
WALLEYE 

TECHNIQUES

1:00 PM
John 

VanKerkhoven
Pro Bass Angler

ST. CLAIR RIVER
DROP SHOTTING 

TECHNIQUES

2:00 PM
Kevin Broadwood 

and  
Curtis McFadden

2008 St. Clair 
River TBBA Classic 

Champions
WINNING THE 

CLASSIC

3:00 PM
Dean & Cindy 

Franklin
Shimano/Minn-Kota 

Pro Staff and 
WFN Ask An Expert

SEMINAR TOPICS & TIMES
Master of Ceremonies - Steve Paulovics

Purchase Your Bluewater Anglers Derby Ticket and Renew Your BWA Membership At The Show
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Lambton ClimateCare “In business since 1969”

24 HOUR SERVICE

w w w . l a m b t o n c l i m a t e c a r e . c o m

519 344 5521
EASY PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE O.A.C. 7074 Nauvoo Road, R.R.#6, Forest, Ontario, N0N1J0

Phone: 519-828-3131
Website: www.aggregates.on.ca

INLAND AGGREGATES
LOBO SAND & GRAVEL

Wyoming
519-845-3346

1-866-713-6656

Inwood
519-844-2871

1-888-544-2871

Essex
519-723-4485

1-800-511-2719

Sales, Parts & Service of Farm, Lawn & Light Industrial Equipment

www.advantage-equip.com
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Make Yourself a Member
If you would like to meet some great fishermen, learn where 

the fish are biting and participate in some worthwhile activities, 
then you should fill out the membership application that you 
find in this tabloid and join the Bluewater Anglers. We have five 
membership meetings per year, with guest speakers and fishing 
clinics presented by local fishing experts. Members receive 
quarterly newsletters that contain club news and upcoming 
events, fishing tips and information that can be used to increase 
your fishing opportunities. We have a good working relationship 
with the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), local industry and 
other fishing clubs in the province and the State of Michigan.

Our main goals are to provide anglers with an opportunity for 
fellowship with men and women who share common interests and 
concerns for fishing and the environment in lower Lake Huron. 
In 1986, we completed construction and started the operation of 
our full scale hatchery facility that raises over 200,000 salmon 
and trout annually. We sponsor a number of events each year, 
including the Bluewater Anglers Salmon Derby, Family Fun 
Fishing Day, Spring Shoreline Clean-up and Teach a Kid to Fish 
Day.

If you are concerned with the fishing and the environment 
of lower Lake Huron and the St. Clair River and would like to 
improve the fishing quality, perhaps you should consider joining 
the Bluewater Anglers. It’s a great way to make friends, have fun 
and become a better fisherman while you make a contribution to 
fishing.

Upcoming membership meetings are planned for March 10th 
and April 7th at the Point Edward Arena Optimist Hall. Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. The public 
is welcome.

Your Support Is Important.
Become a Member

General Meeting...................................................  January 6 
Ice Fishing Derby.............................................  February 15 
London Boat Show................................  February 20 - 22 
General Meeting.................................................... March 10 
Fish Hatchery Open House.......................March 21 & 22 
General Meeting......................................................... April 7 
Shoreline Clean-up.................................................  April 18 
Club Derby.................................................................  April 25 
Bluewater Anglers Salmon Derby.................. May 1 - 10 
Bluewater Anglers Derby Awards Night............  May 20 
Kids Training Day......................................................  May 30 
Family Fun Fishing Day............................................  July 11 
Walleye Derby.........................................................  August 8 
General Meeting............................................  September 8 
Big Fish Derby............................................... September 19

Bluewater Anglers
Listing of Events 

2009

BLUEWATER ANGLERS HATCHERY 
Pt. Edward Waterfront Park 
P.O. Box 174 
Sarnia, Ontario 
N7T 7H9 
(519) 344-9821 
www.bluewateranglers.com

 
BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

MEMBERSHIP:     New               Renewal               Junior ($10.00)               Single ($20.00)               Family ($30.00)       . 
 
Name                                                                                                                      Telephone                                             . 
 
Address                                                                                                    City                                                         . 
 
Province/State                                                     Country                             Postal/Zip Code                                   . 
 
Email Address                                                                                                     OFAH Membership #                          . 

 
Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to 

Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9. 
 

 



Lurethe art of  visual attraction

C o l o u r  P r i n t i n g  I s  W h a t  We  D o. . .  B E S T !

1-800-267-8553      www.huronweb.net


